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GOOD DEED

KNOW OF A GOOD DEED?
Send nominations to: 
metro@dallasnews.com.

want to run for re-election having
voted against schoolchildren’s re-
ligious liberties?

Never mind that we have a little
thing called the U.S. Constitution
that has done a darn good job of
protecting everyone’s religious lib-
erties for a couple of centuries.
Nope, just to be doubly darn sure,
the great minds of the Texas Legis-
lature have now weighed in.

They want to be certain that lit-
tle Johnny and Susie can witness
to other children about their love
for the Lord Jesus Christ.

I don’t mean to be irreverent,
but you know that’s what most
folks mean by “school prayer,”
right? One that fits right in with
their own beliefs.

I guess that’s what drives me
crazy about the simplistic idea that
everything went haywire when
teachers quit leading class prayers.
The people who say that would be
the first to scream if that prayer
were Muslim, not Methodist, or
Buddhist, not Baptist.

It’s also funny to me how some
people twist their principles
around on this issue. You hear peo-
ple say: “The main thing I want

from government is to be left
alone.”

A fine libertarian principle. But
when it comes to something as in-
tensely personal and private as re-
ligion, they seem bound and deter-
mined to inject it into our public
schools.

Now we’ve got a freshly rewrit-
ten state pledge — adding “under
God” — and a mandate that it be
said in every public school.

As a Christian, I’m certainly not
offended by the new wording. But
neither does it deepen my spiritu-
ality one iota.

It seems clear this was just an-
other political end run around the
school prayer issue — another at-
tempt to inject religion into our
schools, whether the Supreme
Court likes it or not.

I’m certainly not saying schools
should be hostile to religion. Some
have gone to silly extremes to
avoid any mention of it.

But the line between “silly” and
“respectful” is definitely in the eye
of the beholder. The kindergarten
Christmas party that seems so be-
nign might look very different to
the Jewish parent whose child
came home crying and confused.

This new Schoolchildren’s Re-

ligious Liberties Act is going to
make it even tougher for school
administrators to draw the line.

When the Scientology kid uses
class announcement time for a re-
cruiting pitch, will teachers be in
violation for discouraging that?

Or the angry Islamist kid? Or
the wacky Wiccan? Or the brim-
stone Baptist? Or… or… or…

So much of this political med-
dling goes back to that obsession
with school prayer. But here’s the
bottom line: If there is no prayer in
our public schools today, there’s no
one to blame but parents and stu-
dents.

The state mandated four years
ago that public schools must pro-
vide a daily minute of silence for

students to “reflect, pray, meditate
or engage in any other silent activ-
ity.”

I wonder how many parents
have talked with their kids about
using that minute to pray as that
family’s faith would lead.

Not many, I’d wager.
For that matter, I wonder how

many churches, mosques, syna-
gogues and so forth have urged
their young people to use that
minute in earnest prayer.

Homes and places of worship
are where those conversations
need to take place. Then there will
be truly meaningful prayer in our
public schools.

And the lame complaints can
end.

STEVE BLOW

More meddling in school prayer debate
Continued from Page 1B
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Gary Nevins ties
an ice cream
booth into the
drainage system
for the State Fair,
which begins
Sept. 28. Mr.
Nevins’ father,
Joe Nevins, sold
food at the fair in
the 1940s, and
he has continued
the tradition
with daughter
Tami
Nevins-Mayes.

Chill time before the fair

FARMERS BRANCH

Groundbreaking held for
planned DART station

Farmers Branch and Dallas Ar-
ea Rapid Transit will hold a cere-
monial groundbreaking today on a
light-rail station. The ceremony
will be held at 10 a.m. at the DART
Park and Ride facility in Farmers
Branch on Denton Drive at Car-
rick, just south of Valley View
Lane. The station, which has been
in the planning stages for years, is
expected to be complete in De-
cember 2010.

From staff reports

FORT WORTH

Student, 14, held gun
on another, police say

A 14-year-old boy was arrested
after he allegedly brandished a
gun and threatened another stu-
dent Tuesday afternoon in a class
at Handley Middle School in East
Fort Worth and again on a bus ride
home. Police say the boy who was
threatened went home and told
his parents, who called 911. Police
later arrested the 14-year-old at a
convenience store, and although
they did not find the weapon, the
teen was identified by several wit-
nesses who saw him with a gun,
said Fort Worth police Lt. Paul
Henderson. The Fort Worth
school district also is investigating.
The school set up metal detectors
to check students as they entered

school Wednesday. 
Darla Miles,

WFAA-TV

HALTOM CITY/
FORT WORTH

Suspicious-person report 
leads to police car chase

A report of a suspicious person
led to a chase from Haltom City to
Fort Worth on Wednesday after-
noon. Haltom City police Sgt. Ter-
ry Stayer said a resident in the
5600 block of Straightaway Drive
called police about 3:15 p.m. to re-
port a suspicious person in a vehi-
cle. “He started to flee and swerved
toward one of our officers, trying
to strike the officer,” Sgt. Stayer
said. Fort Worth police joined the
chase, which ended on West Loop
820 near the Chapin Road exit.
After a short standoff, Fort Worth
police smashed the vehicle’s pas-
senger-side window and shocked
the driver with a stun gun. Police
have not identified the driver, who
could face charges of evading ar-
rest and aggravated assault. 

Holly Yan
IRVING

Convicted rapist pleads
guilty to 2 more charges

An Irving man who was sen-
tenced to life in prison this year for
sexually assaulting a teacher out-
side an Irving school pleaded
guilty Wednesday to two addition-
al charges, said Dallas County
Prosecutor Dewey Mitchell. Rob-

ert Lee Williams was sentenced to
60 years in prison for raping a
school custodian and 20 years for
assaulting another teacher as she
ran at a park. The sentence for at-
tacking the teacher at the park will
be served after the time for the
other two crimes. He will be eligi-
ble for parole in 40 years.

Jennifer Emily
RED BIRD

Autopsy results awaited 
in death of boy, 2, in tub

Dallas police are awaiting autop-
sy results for a 2-year-old boy found
dead in a bathtub on Wednesday af-
ternoon. Jason Staglin was taken
from a home in the 7500 block of
Chaucer Place to Charlton Method-
ist Hospital. Police said Jason had
bruises on his body, but the cause of
death had not been determined. No
arrests had been made.

Holly Yan
ROCKWALL COUNTY

Audit results are hoped
to ensure transparency

Results of a financial review
and assessment of Rockwall
County government operations
will be presented at 6:30 tonight
at the Historic Courthouse on the
Rockwall square. County commis-
sioners hired the Whitley Penn
firm this year to conduct the foren-
sic audit, the county’s first. The re-
view comes after former Treasurer
Shereé Jones pleaded guilty to
abuse of official capacity last year
for misusing $2,100 in public

money. Also, District Attorney Ray
Sumrow is under indictment on
similar charges. County Judge
Chris Florance said the report
would ensure transparency and
would allow people to “once and
for all ... see what they want to see.”

LaKisha Ladson
UNIVERSITY PARK

Lot owner to ban parking
south of Snider Plaza

Beginning Sunday, visitors to
and tenants of businesses through-
out most of Snider Plaza will no
longer be allowed to park in the
nearly 100-space lot at the plaza’s
south end, property owner Albert
Huddleston announced this week.
The lot is behind the Chase Bank
building and is part of the complex
Mr. Huddleston wanted the city to
rezone so he could build a contro-
versial mixed-use development.
Mr. Huddleston’s Legacy Hillcrest
Investments has allowed anyone to
park in the lot for an hourly fee, but
he said he is changing the policy be-
cause the University Park Mer-
chants Association — which op-
posed his most recent
redevelopment proposal — made
public comments “which could be
construed as challenging owner-
ship and use rights of Legacy Hill-
crest private parking facilities,” ac-
cording to a letter to plaza
merchants signed by a company
representative. Mr. Huddleston
withdrew his proposal last week,
one day before the University Park
City Council was to vote on it. 

Scott Goldstein

REGIONAL ROUNDUP
Doray Atkins was born with

cerebral palsy. The North Dallas
20-year-old lives in a one-bed-
room apartment, walks three
blocks to a DART station, and
rides a bus to her full-time job at
the Dallas Renaissance Hotel,
where she works as a “delighted
to serve you agent.” 

She got the job through the
Marriott Foundation’s “Bridges
… from school to work” program,
which helps high school students
with disabilities find employ-
ment. 

“Bridges
gives a kid with
a disability a
chance to ex-
pand and see
what the real
world is like,”
said Ms. At-
kins, whose job
includes
checking res-

ervations, handling room com-
mendations and ensuring that
accounts are managed properly. 

“It gives you hope, boosts your
confidence, and it’s a stepping-
stone to greater possibilities.” 

Started in 1989, Bridges was
launched in partnership with the
Dallas Independent School Dis-
trict in November 2005 and fos-
ters the employment of young
people with disabilities as they
leave high school, while helping
local employers meet their work-
force needs.

Since 2005, 49 Dallas busi-
nesses have employed 98 Bridges
students, said Robert Mollard,
director of the Dallas Bridges
program. 

A total of 120 students have
enrolled in the program, mean-
ing that 82 percent of Dallas’
Bridges students have had em-
ployment success, he said.

“I think Bridges is really im-
portant because it gives an un-
derserved portion of youth some
much-needed work experience,”
Mr. Mollard said. “We don’t focus
on their weaknesses, we focus on
their strengths. I like to think of
us as a nonprofit temp agency.
We are another resource for em-

ployers to get entry level employ-
ees.”

Sometimes employers come
to the Bridges program to find
young entry-level employees, he
said. 

“I think they see value in our
services because they know we
have their bottom line in mind,”
Mr. Mollard said. “We have pre-
screened all of these young peo-
ple, and we know their skills. The
students are trained on how to
interview, write resumes, fill out
a job applications and perform
other basic job readiness skills.”

Corey Golomb, coordinator of
special education, secondary cur-
riculum and instruction for
DISD, said the collaboration
with the Marriott Foundation is
vital to help students post-gradu-
ation. 

“The Bridges program is an
extension of the work we do with
special needs students who are
about to graduate,” Ms. Golomb
said. “After students graduate,
they are not eligible for our ser-
vices, so the Marriott Foundation
can provide ongoing follow-up
support that is crucial for our stu-
dents.” 

By month’s end, Ms. Atkins
will have completed her first nine
months at the Renaissance. She
plans to attend a community col-
lege and university in the area.

“My degree will be in the so-
cial service field,” she said. “I
want to work with youth. I want
kids with disabilities to know
their lives are limitless, depend-
ing on their attitude. I also want
kids without disabilities to be
knowledgeable about what it’s
like to have a disability.” 

The cost of living and other is-
sues caused Ms. Atkins to move
to Dallas from San Francisco,
where she lived for 18 years. She
has relatives and friends who live
in surrounding cities. 

The Bridges program has re-
mained a constant support in her
transition from the West Coast. 

“No matter what you throw at
me, I am not going to stop,” Ms.
Atkins said. “Just because you
have a disability doesn’t mean it’s
the end of the world. You can
make it, no matter how major the
disability may be.”

Disabled grads
offered job help
Bridges program gives
many a ‘steppingstone
to greater possibilities’

By TY A. ALLISON
Staff Writer 

tallison@dallasnews.com

Doray Atkins

LENDING A HAND
The Volunteer Center has thousands of volunteer opportunities at
more than 1,800 nonprofit agencies. Visit
www.volunteernorthtexas.org or call 214-826-6767, ext. 299, to
speak with a volunteer counselor. The Volunteer Center has also
teamed with USA Freedom Corps to help Americans. Contact the
Volunteer Center or visit www.usafreedomcorps.gov.

READ TO A KID
Times: 3 to 8 p.m. Friday and 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
Communities in Schools Dallas
Region Inc. is looking for
volunteers for its Barnes &
Noble Book Fairs. Volunteers
will talk with attendants, give
out pre-printed information and
read a book to children at story
time. Training is provided, and
the minimum age to volunteer
is 18.
Volunteers needed: 50 to 60
Location: Various locations
Contact: Carolyn Bullard at
214-827-0955, ext. 229, or
carolynb@cisdallas.org
Web site: www.cisdallas.org

150-YEAR CELEBRATION
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept.
15
A.W. Perry Homestead Museum
is seeking volunteers for its
150-year celebration. The
minimum age to volunteer is 15.
Volunteers needed: 10
Location: Carrollton 75011
Contact: Heather Grance at
972-466-638 or
heather.grance@cityof
carrollton.com
Web site:
www.cityofcarrollton.com/
museum

BE AN AMBASSADOR
Time: Various dates in
September
The D/FW Airport Ambassador
Program is looking for outgoing
people to guide, direct and
provide special assistance to
passengers. 
Volunteers must complete
orientation.

The minimum age to volunteer
is 17.
Volunteers needed: 30
Location: D/FW Airport 75261
Contact: Karen Turner at
972-574-1492 or
katurner@dfwairport.com
Web site: www.dfwairport.com

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CURE
Time: Flexible, between 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
The Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation is looking
for administrative volunteers.
Potential volunteers will
perform various administrative
functions. Volunteers needed:
Unlimited
Location: Dallas 75244
Contact: Kathy Forrester at
972-855-1606
Web site: www.komen.org

HOLD A DIAPER DRIVE
Time: Through Aug. 9, 2008
Alley’s House is looking for
volunteers to hold a diaper
and/or formula drive for teen
mothers in need. 
Volunteers needed: Unlimited
Location: Dallas 75210
Contact: Sierra Ford at
214-915-9945 or
sierra.ford@alleyshouse.org
Web site: www.alleyshouse.org

VIDEO MONITORING
Time: Ongoing
The Trinity Foundation is
looking for video monitors.
Volunteers needed: Unlimited
Location: Dallas 75214
Contact: Pete Evans at
214-827-2625 or
pete@trinityfi.org
Web site: www.trinityfi.org

Today on dallasnews.com/metro
Traffic
Plan your
commute by
checking out
traffic hot spots
around D-FW
and signing up
for alerts sent
directly to your
e-mail. dallas
news.com
/traffic

Bold Types
Best of the Blog
It was great to see the news [Wednesday] morning
that red-light cameras have been so effective in
reducing violations that they are putting themselves
out of business in some places. That gave me
inspiration for what I think (modestly) is a brilliant
idea: cameras to catch freeway tailgaters. These
up-your-tailpipe morons have to be the No. 1 cause
of freeway accidents — and the resulting horrible
traffic jams. It wouldn’t be hard to set up a camera
rig that measures the speed of two cars and the
distance between them. When the second one is
dangerously close ... click!

Steve Blow

Neighborsgo.com
Park Cities-area Troop
80 proves that Boy
Scouts do more than
just go on camping
trips. Read all about
their summertime
adventures backpacking
65 miles up to the peak
of Mount Baldy in New
Mexico and meeting
Scouts from around the
world at the World
Jamboree in England.
neighborsgo.com


